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Vibrant and lively Ogata Village

Ogata Village
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Home to Japan’s largest land reclamation project,Ogata Village
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Ogata Village has a treasure trove of delicacies -

Visitors are captivated by the dynamic scener
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Ensuring a vibrant community for future generations
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Ogata Village Community Development Plan-Stage 2 -+++--+++

Childcare Support in Ogata Village ==+
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Hiroto Takahashi
Mayor of Ogata Village
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Ogata Village began as a national project to reclaim land from Lake Hachirogata, the second largest lake in Japan at that time. The
village was officially founded in 1964. Professional farmers from 38 prefectures were invited here to cultivate reclaimed land and
create a modern large-scale agricultural society. Despite government implementation of acreage reduction policies, our fields have
remained in full production. Our village has continued to grow and develop into a modernistic rural community.

In October 2024, Ogata Village will celebrate its 60th anniversary. In order to pass on a vibrant village to the future, we will
continue to develop the village toward the realization of the motto "Ogata, a Spirited Village to be Inherited — For the Sake of Future
Children", which was set forth as the future vision in the 2nd Comprehensive Village Development Plan. This Village Profile
introduces various aspects of Ogata Village, including its history and special characteristics. We hope you will take a look and
discover new charms of Ogata Village.
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' Home to Japan’s largest land reclamation project,

Ogata Village is the only municipality situated on reclaimed land in Japan

Born from the bed of a lake green ﬁelds below sea level.
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= = A'land of hopes and dreams, cultivating our future.
Working with nature, day by day.
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Ogata Village was founded in 1964 as part of a government project to increase food production
after the Second World War through the reclamation of Lake Hachirogata and The vast reclaimed
land of Hachiro Lagoon is being farmed on a large scale with the introduction of advanced farming
echniques.

Before the reclamation, Lake Hachirogata was once the 2nd largest lake in Japan after Lake Biwa.
Dutch engineers provided technical assistance and transformed a large part of the lakebed into
fertile agricultural land. Ogata Village is the only municipality situated on reclaimed land in Japan.

The Village was built on the reclaimed lakebed which sits below sea level, and is surrounded by
52km of dikes. Pumping stations located in the north and south regulate water levels within the
central drainage channel. Each pumping station can extract 40 tons of water per second. To the
south, a tidal gate shuts out seawater from the Japan Sea and regulates water levels within the
residual part of Lake Hachirogata.

The residential and commercial areas are concentrated into a compact, centralized area in the west.
Zoning is a notable feature of the village. Residential areas and shops are conveniently located in
the central area, while buildings for storing agricultural machinery, crops and crop drying equipment
are located to the east and south of the village. Rice, soybean, wheat, vegetables and flowers are
produced commercially on approximately 11,000ha of agricultural land surrounding the village.

Al

RREHRHEKEE Central drainage channel
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A functional and compact village
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Approximately 690 hectares of land was allocated to the City Planning Institute of
Japan for planning purposes. The initial plan divided the central village into
residential, agricultural facilities, recreational facilities, environmental hygiene, the
central belt and residential development zones. (See bottom right)

Conventionally, farmers generally have their residences in close proximity to their
farmland, and their living and farming activities are usually conducted in the same
area. However, Ogata Village is characterized by the complete separation of these
two areas.

Located in the center belt of the residential area are public and commercial facilities,
such as the village hall, agricultural cooperative, children's preschool, elementary and
junior high schools, community center, and shopping area. Most of these facilities
are within walking distance from each other, leading to improved convenience for
the residents. In addition, facilities such as a medical clinic and a health center, a
children's preschool, and an elementary and junior high school are located next to
each other to reduce construction and maintenance costs, as well as the number of
personnel.

In the residential area, 22 neighborhood associations have been formed for each
residential district, and recreational activities and environmental beautification
activities are conducted by each association. The close proximity of the residential
areas allows for active interactions among the neighborhood associations, and
community awareness has been established through such activities as inter-
neighborhood sports tournaments.

In this way, the center of Ogata Village is a functional compact town that makes the
most of its characteristics.

Integrated center developed with complete separation of living and agricultural areas.
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We nurture the next generation with the history and wisdom of our forefathers.
We pass on our expertise in the way of agriculture from parent to child.
Living with the land

EHITHE S

O R E 5 (v b0 28 S

-

o STl ¥ A . g > a : ] YL %) o T
e P AR T S S BB s B L i R

|
I
=
|

R —— e e

e ——

l
=
F
t
|
lu
|.{
|

.

BH/\V A Seedling greenhouse

TE O

RS 0"

SEHA

2

-

i

-~
. g

meﬁﬁS%m

e
-.f“hh

RIEFITIE, 2FE38EBE L2 5589 ADAME L £ U 726
—RAMD L504ER D BB L. £ DEFRITBV TR
EREI L, BRE TP OMIERLTVWETS,

BRIEINTEXEREORMEZAEL L, HEEOH
BTN T RETRLTES 2REMEAEL, Ftad
BEREZToTWET,

o, BEORHRMNLHELR 2 7: O, REAN TE
Vs RS - AL IERERR S ARk Lo [BEE
ADERYEZE | ITHMRYICID A TH D, ARRDOLER
b, J\EBIDKEREIZ O L5 TVE T,

589 full-time farmers from 38 administrative areas throughout Japan
settled in Ogata village. Over 50 years have passed since the first
generation settlers arrived, and management of most farms now lies in
the hands of their successors.

Y : B Our farmers strive to take full advantage of agricultural environment and
1\"?‘_,___.:--?---~~ y i gy infrastructure benefits to produce foodstuffs that are safe and provide
i B Y R T U, - peace of mind from the consumer perspective. #

L B We continually strive to reduce our environmental impact as detailed in
our Agriculture for the Environment Plan. A reduction in the use of
pesticides and chemical fertilizers while promoting organic and
sustainable farming practices will lead to increased biodiversity and

- Country elevator grain siloz
0 W

B, Us_t_e_d__f_o&dry_i_rgwg,‘quality control and storage
jlice and other grains. R MR improvements in Lake Hachirogata’s water quality.
The complex has 80 silos, each of which is 30

meters tall:
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Ogata Village has a treasure trove of delicacies
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NEL 2 LWMATHEEISNTWS D, KLk light and. fluffy texture that makes it is a

The main agricultural product of Ogata Village
is rice. Our dedicated farmers earnestly
cultivate the fertile land either organically or

One of our local delicacies, Ogata Pumpkin
Pie uses Kuridaisho pumpkin which has an

Ogata Village is actively involved in
developing 6th sector industry opportunities,
a Japanese concept of combining the "
synergies of production, processing,
distribution and sales. For example, Ogata rice

melon too. Our quality garlic is delectably
WBELTWET,

noodles made from Ginga no Chikara wheat
BT

is milled into rice flour and processed into
B S N TVET,

popular gift. Our farmers have harnessed our
iﬂﬂ&jﬁ(gﬁk@é‘c%%ﬁs'ﬂf D BT, £BT5L0% local natural resources to excel in the
HAD AT v, FEHE ARTWS T S, I—{% production of a premium, deliciously juicy
7zFhE] LT WA AV %EE_LL Ij\]'C Y Ji sweet, thick-fleshed with a soft texture. In
recent years, we have also been focusing on
our onions, edamame and wheat. Bread and
HAEBODLROIZAIZ by Y 7 bR have been well received for their chewy
L3R EDPLTHFEY) THREDORW—HTY, /NE [4R texture.
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e . grown vegetables, flowers and local delicacies
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Kata-no-Mise (Farmers’ Market) offers
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Specially cultivated rice Sakihokore rice Organic rice Pack Rice

dumplings, gluten-free pasta and chiffon cake. = e

consumers a wide range of fresh locally-i'1%.}
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Rice flour Rice flour dumplings (gyoza)  Rice flour chiffon cake Kuridaisho pumpkin Pumpkin pie Garlic

T
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Gluten-free pasta Ginga no Chikara wheat Soybean (Ryuhou) Akita Miso Onion Melon
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In 2011, the village was registered with the
Japan Geopark Network as part of the Oga
Peninsula-Ogata Geopark. Ogata Village
attracts over 600,000 tourists each year.

A notable sightseeing spot is the Sakura and
Nanohana Road, an 11 kilometer section of
main road bordered by cherry and rapeseed
blossom. The colorful collaboration thrills all
who see it.

Also, near the center of the village is the
intersection point of 40 degrees North latitude
and 140 degrees East longitude. This is the
only place in Japan where points meet to the
tenth degree.

The summit of Ogata Fuji rises to sea level
which makes it the lowest mountain in Japan. It
stands 3.776m tall, 1/1000th the height of
Mount Fuji from which it was named after.

The Ogata-sogen Bird Observatory enables
visitors to see around 80 bird species, such as
egrets, goshawks, great reed warblers and the
endangered eastern marsh harrier out of the
270 bird species found in Ogata Village.

South Pond Settlers Memorial Park has cherry
trees, azaleas and lotus and is home to the
Settlers Monument. The park also has camping
and BBQ facilities.
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South Pond Settlers Memorial Park Monument
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Ogata Fuji, the lowest mountain in Japan

AFAOEREHRFRER ARERBEREX
Japan’s first national wildlife protection area
Ogata-Sogen Wildlife Protection Area
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Lake Hachirogata Water Level Monument

BAM—ORBEXRARRE

Latitude, Longitude Intersection Monument
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Eastern Marsh Harrier
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Spring starts with an explosion of colour. The Sakura and Nanohana Road is an

11 kilometre-long stretch of road bordered by 3,700 cherry trees and rapeseed

blossom that brings the vibrant colours of spring to Ogata Village. The Sakura

and Nanohana Festival held from late April to early May attracts many visitors.

Around the same time, the sound of tractors can be heard around the village as aid
farmers get busy preparing their fields. In South Pond Settlers Memorial Park the s '
cherry blossoms fade away to be replaced by azaleas. Spring is in full swing. ;
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The start of summer comes when trees and plants burst into life. There
are numerous sports events held in Ogata Village during the summer.
Participants are welcomed by blooming sunflowers and scarlet sage. The
strong rays of the sun help the crops, vegetables and fruits to grow
steadily. Harvest time is near when the wheat fields turn golden brown. At

this time, one can also see small white rice flowers blooming in paddy
fields.

KERF =35
Waterski Course and Facilities
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Rice plant in flower
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Summer Rowing Regatta
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Reclamation Memorial Ekiden Relay Race
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The changing colors of fall indicate that the long-awaited harvest season is getting near. An
Autumn Festival takes place at Ogata Shrine to pray for good health, a bountiful harvest and give

thanks to nature. In the ecological park, trees turn red and yellow, and visitors can enjoy the
beautiful autumn leaves as they stroll through the park.
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5th graders of Ogata Elementary School
harvesting rice

HEBERANE  Seitaikei Botanical Park
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A blanket of pure white snow covers everything during the quietest time of year.
As the snow deepens, the land transforms into a vast white wilderness. Come
and listen to the sound of geese and swans that have migrated here from Siberia
for the winter. This is a time of recuperation for the land that provides us with so
much. Local people pursue their hobbies and seasonal interests.

INTZ Y Snow goose LF 353 ERD  Winter Furusato Festival
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Ensuring Ogata Village is a vibrant place to live
Ogata Village Community Development Plan-Stage 2

HEA DN S IUATRKIEEH
F2H KBMIEAEN O < DEHE

INETHARDETNVRENLELTHATELI LR, PFEHLEZIEICD LT ERMECHE
Hit, EEoERIZE DENZMOBCEREORS TEHEBRHAZEZ TWET,

DX RO H, FTe TS < DI THRENICER I MATH L HDFH#E & LT, 4l
TEETREL TS (82 PIREMRAN O DEtHE] ZREL LI

ke [MEAMEIN TR ERBN—REKDOFEDTLDDIT—] LEDTZARFH T, F
HACZREIBRICZET, BHELZMD ZLITL ) FILET VENL LT, NR—ADLE D25 D
LR LFEECTE D MELMLNG | HEON S DV OEBEZHIET DO TI,

BUE 336 2 HIRRAHR AN O < D Bt O RYFH 25T hCH O BIHIEHEIC B 1 2 EZE L IE
PR L, KR ZE - RS, SRH5ISHSKETROLIEDL LOERIZAT, No
CHZHEDLTVEFT,

Up until now, Ogata Village has walked the path of a model agricultural village and a base for food production in Japan.
However, the surrounding environment of the village is undergoing a significant transformation due to social issues such as
declining birth rates and aging population, advanced informatization, and internationalization.

In this situation, with the aim of proactive development towards a new village, a basic vision titled "The Second Ogata Village —
Comprehensive Village Development Plan," with 2025 as the goal year, has been established.

The plan aims for the future image of "Ogata, a Spirited Village to be Inherited — For the Sake of Future Children". By learning
from the past half-century and understanding the present, we aim to realize the ideal village development where every villager
can feel pride and happiness as part of a model agricultural village that will be passed down through generations.

Currently, the latter-term plan of the The Second Ogata Village — Comprehensive Village Development Plan is in progress. We
are organizing the results and lessons from the previous term plan, enhancing and expanding various measures, and will
continue to work on the village development to secure a safe and secure living in the future.
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Framework Plan Our Seven Aims
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To promote the unique characteristics of our local area, using the latest
technology in our industry (agriculture) to innovate and create jobs
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@® Make our agriculture competitive, strong and flexible

@ Maintain and renew our agricultural production infrastructure

® Promote agricultural business and help create new jobs and businesses
@ Utilize local resources for tourism and creation of specialty products
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Cleanliness

Sanitation To conserve the local environment of Ogata Village while utilizing its natural
resources, creating a place where humans and nature can coexist sustainably.
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@® Promote environmental conservation

@ Mitigate global warming through education

® Work towards a resource recycling, sound material-cycle society
@ Promote environment cleanliness and environmental hygiene
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To bring up children within the local community, instill ‘settler spirit’ within them
and encourage increased local communication and exchange
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@ Create a safe environment to have and bring up children
@ Promote education that encourages people to realize their full potential
® Enrich lifelong learning experiences for the young people of our village
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® Efficient utilization of Polder Museum of Ogata village facilities Safety
® Promote international exchange Peace of Mind To make our village safe and secure against natural disasters

@ Create a village well prepared against natural disasters

@ Ensure residents can live their lives in safety and security

® Develop infrastructure that supports the lives of our residents
@ Promote the use of ICT for delivering information

® Establish public transportation that meets community needs
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Welfare To assist and encourage our residents to have a strong purpose in life,
promote healthy living and mutually support each other in our lively village

@ Promote health and fitness
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@ Enrich community welfare and create an inclusive care system ) Publ.ic_SerVi.CE) kR4 TR EMEZE DL SRR - [KEED 1L
® Improve care for the elderly Administration BRE AEEBOBER
@ Improve care for children with special needs 56 EEHBEER . PIOERT & oEEEIC & 2 HIEERERR R

To collaborate between local administration and villagers to realize the future vision of

Ensuring Ogata Village is a vibrant place to live our village and push forward with administrative reform

Ogata Village Community Development Plan-Stage 2
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® Reform local government to meet future challenges
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For Peace of Mind in Raising Children
Childcare Support in Ogata Village
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In the village, a system has been established to support children and parenting ) )

families throughout the community, ensuring that the next generation can grow Oden Park, where children can play on environmentally
’ friendly playground equipment

up in a healthy environment.

Specifically, the village has organized a comprehensive support center for the

child-rearing generation, centered around the "Neuvola” Child-Rearing Support Center. Complete care, from pre-pregnancy to

childbirth and child-rearing stages, various types of support and subsidy programs, such as postpartum care and household

support, are offered. Continuous support is provided to ensure a seamless assistance for women during pregnancy and childbirth,

allowing them to feel secure.

Moreover, taking advantage of the benefit of having childcare facilities, elementary, and junior high schools on the same premises,

the village promotes "Ogata Village Collaborative Education." Teachers and staff actively engage in information exchange and

improvement of teaching methods beyond the boundaries of individual school institutions, contributing to the growth of children

from kindergarten to junior high school.

Furthermore, the village implements various distinctive initiatives, such as the utilization of Information and Communication

Technology (ICT) in school settings, promoting a community-school system where local residents actively participate in

kindergarten and school activities, and advancing food and agriculture education using local produce.

#*Details can be found in the Ogata Village Child Rearing Guidebook
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Promotion of Moving and Settling
Establishment and Support of the Reception System for Newcomers

Amidst the situation of a declining population due to factors such as decreasing birth rates, the migration of young people for
higher education and employment, efforts are being made to maintain the population of the village. These efforts include the
development of residential areas for sale and the promotion of settlement, as well as the provision of subsidies for housing support
projects in Ogata Village, providing detailed support to those wishing to relocate. Furthermore, the village actively conducts an
information dissemination program to recruit new residents who can engage in independent activities while utilizing their own
expertise, injecting new energy into the village and actively disseminating information outside the village.
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ARG FK BRI Solarpanel park

Steps towards decarbonization

The Challenge of Creating of a Village with 100% Natural Energy

Ogata Village, in collaboration with the villagers and private enterprises, aims to achieve a society with low environmental impact
and sustainable development by jointly working on environmental conservation and creation. In pursuit of this goal, the village
formulated the "Environmental Basic Plan" in March 2013, and the second-stage plan is currently in progress. Alongside this plan,
initiatives such as the conservation of wetland-type satoyama environments, proper waste disposal, improvement of the water
quality of Hachiroko Lake, and the introduction of natural energy have been implemented.

In April 2022, the proposed plan for decarbonization in Ogata Village was evaluated and selected by the Ministry of the
Environment as a "Decarbonization Leading Area." Efforts are being made towards the practical application of initiatives, including
central district heating using unused resources such as rice husks, and solar panels for power generation and storage. While
addressing local challenges, the village continues to work towards further promoting decarbonization.
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First in the prefecture to provide organic rice
for school meals

Environmentally Considerate Agriculture

The Role of Ogata Village as an Organic Village

In Ogata Village, efforts in organic agriculture began in the 1980s, and by 1990, aerial spraying of pesticides was discontinued.
Pioneering the nation, the village expanded into pesticide-free cultivation and organic farming.

Currently, many farmers in the village continue their dedicated efforts towards environmentally friendly practices, and Ogata Village
holds the largest organic farming area in Japan.

In this context, in April 2023, Ogata Village declared itself an "Organic Village," committing to a comprehensive regional approach
to organic agriculture.

Through initiatives such as support for organic farmers, collaboration with Akita Prefectural University, restaurants, and other
entities, as well as the provision of organic ingredients to school meals, the village will continue its efforts to promote and expand
the adoption of organic agriculture. This will include establishing production techniques and engaging in PR activities to meet
growing demands.
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Working closely with each and every villager TEUMEME  Administrative Structure
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Governor’s Departments Mayor Deputy Mayor General Affairs and Planning Division General Affairs and Public Relation Group
and Bureau
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Planning, Promotion and Finance Group
o S gk ~
|: RNV R —fEESdR e v & —

—AD & D IH DR =
gy, 1L 0 L L BBsEER BB M

Taxation and Accounting Division Taxation Group
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Accounting and Property Management Group
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Social Affairs and Environment Division Social Affairs Group
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Water Filtration Plant Center
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Sewer Management Center
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Welfare and Health Division Welfare Group
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Community Comprehensive Support Center
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Ogata Village Clinic

TR > & —

Ogata Health Care Center
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Industrial Promotion Division Agricultural and Forestry Promotion Group
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Board of Education Board of Bducation Secretariat School Education Group
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Ogata Junior High School
Ogata Village Community Development Plan clearly AR B
defines the diverse needs of our residents. We Lifelong Learning Group
provide our residents with reliable public services that N
harness the knowledge, expertise and efficiency of C‘)é:laPub]icHaIl
the private sector. In addition, we work with residents’ — TIhiEYRE
associations and volunteer groups to support E;h;gmmmm
activities that promote intergenerational exchange Ogaliymmsm
within the community. — B&GHFEX v & —
B&G Swimming Pool
Our village council consists of 12 members and e
- = N = BE 5 2 B R
comprises of two standing committees for general f’%%;?cﬁ%t% = — * B R "ZR — (HBEEERIIE)
ssembly/Committee Village Council Secretariat Auditor

Secretariat (and Secretary)

industry and local education. It The council
represents residents in taking important decisions
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concerning local ordinance and municipal budgeting. BIAKEY TBI 3 LD Open and welcoming front desk EEEWHR RS (ATE TR ) BERES = ¥ B
Electoral Commission Secretariat (General Affairs & Project Dept.) Agricultural Affairs Committee Secretariat
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Before its reclamation, Lake Hachirogata was the 2nd |argest
lake in Japan after Lake Biwa. It was 27km. long by 12km.
wide, had a circumference of 82km and a total area of
22,204 hectares. Its shallow waters were a haven for over 70
fish species.

In 1954, a feasibility study by Professor Ph. Jansen and
Engineer A. Volker of the Delft Institute of Technology in the
Netherlands, the World Bank and the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) supported the reclamation.

The reclamation project began in 1957 and took 20 years to
complete. It was completed at a cost of 85.2 billion yen in
March 1977, during which 17,203 hectares (42,491 acres) of
lakebed had been converted to fertile farming land. The
Polder Museum of Ogata-Village exhibits, the reclamation
project in detail.
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This aerial photo of Ogata Village was taken in 1968. It shows completion of houses built
for 2nd wave settlers. The settlers training facility is bottom left, with the Village Office,

Japan Agriculture (JA) building, shops and offices in the center.
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Ogata comes from an ancient name for Lake Hachirogata.
The first settlers on the newly reclaimed land were rigorously
selected from across Japan. The first wave of settlers came in
1964, and only the very best applicants were permitted to
farm here.

The purpose of the reclamation project and these pioneers
was ‘to establish a modern and prosperous model agricultural
community through increased production, income and
efficiency.
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Lake Hachirogata, once Japan’s 2nd largest lake ~ Ogata Village after land reclamation
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Fishermen dragging a net

., (by Kinjiro Miura)
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Utase boats on Lake Hachirogata

HEHEIAREE 2L Number of settlers by place of birth

H 5 i AEEH H 5 i AEEH
Place of birth No of settlers Place of birth No of settlers
AR 323% s 174
Akita Prefecture Kinki District
iﬂﬁ?@ﬁ 834, q’*ﬁ’,-ﬁ 18%
Hokkaido Chugoku District
ki Eith 5
Tohoku District 55% Shikoku District 9%
e 17, | IS GHARED) 2o
Kanto District Kyushu District
IR &t
Chubu District 45% Total 589%

HF TR 3 /\BBETH Hachirogata reclamation in figures
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Area Breakdown Number of households

X % HXE
Classificiation tandarea | g8 g | gesemu | fsem | zotoRn| A B | B K

< Original Later
Farmland | Communityland| ~ Facilities Other onginal o

RRF I (ABIT) e "a he ha ha " =
KB oFEEE] | 15666 | 11,755 730 2,235 946 589 2,072
Central reclamation area | [17.011]
JADF thith
(-7 -4 56) 1,563 1,047 - 516 2,373
Peripheral reclamation area
&t 17,229 | 12,802 730 2,751 946 589 4,445

Total
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Ogata Village Guide Map
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Hotel Sun Rural Ogata
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The facility can accommodate 200
people and has a hall that can
accommodate 1,000 people, a hot
spring bathhouse with a view, and a
chapel in the garden that can be used
as a wedding hall.
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Soak in our Moor hot spring water
drawn directly from a 5-million-year-
old stratum of rock which lies deep
beneath the old lake. These waters
contain a high percentage of nutrient-
rich vegetable matter which is good for
the skin.
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Polder Museum of Ogata Village Kata-no-Mise (Farmers’ Market)
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Many visitors come to the area to
enjoy the local specialties and freshly

The museum exhibits the Lake
Hachirogata reclamation project in

detail. picked produce.
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Ogata Preschool
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Akita Prefectural University, Ogata Campus
ORHRIAFARF v >/ 2
To Akita City, South Pond Settlers Memorial Park
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Hachirogata Settlers Monument
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This Shinto shrine is constructed from
the dismantled timbers of Takihara-no-
narabi-no-miya following the 60th
Divine renewal of Ise Grand Shrine in
1973. Ogata shrine was founded in 1978
and enshrines 3 deities, Amaterasu-
omikami-the sun goddess, Toyo’ uke-
no-okami- the goddess of clothes, food
and shelter, and Hachiro-Taro-the
dragon god of Lake Hachirogata.

Refresh your mind and body in the vast land
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Ogata-sogen Bird Observatory
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The observatory sits in ‘Ogata-
sogen Wildlife Protection Area,” the
first of its kind in Japan. The Village
is home to about 80 wild bird
species. Feel free to use the viewing
deck surrounding the observatory
too.

Ministry of the Environment,

Tohoku Region Environment Office
Akita Nature Conservation Office
TEL018-867-8588
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WeEDISo Y FINTH, RO
HBILRELGIE. NANDE DAL
BTV FINTERLLEDL> TV
£9, Flo. ARV PORFBELTDH—
ERFIAINTVET,
An undulating all grass ground golf
course which attracts players from
near and far. It is also a popular

venue for events throughout the
year.
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The outdoor park, modeled after
Akita's natural environment, is a
place where visitors can freely stroll,
learn about nature, and relax.
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Enjoy South Pond Settlers Memorial
-

Park’s cherry and azalea blossom in =

spring. The park commemorates the

_ land reclamation of Lake Hachirogata =
and has a glistening monument
dedicated to the settlers. The park
also has a campsite and BBQ facilities
too.

# South Pond Settlérs Memorial:Park
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"a place you will want to come back to.
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Ogata Village Citizen’s Charter
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We the citizens of Ogata Village, came here as settlers following the largest Japanese reclamation project of the 20th
century. On this newborn land we have worked tirelessly to realise our aim of creating the ideal farming community.
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We have joy in our everyday lives, and feel proud to live here. Through cooperation and collaboration, we continue to
build and develop our village, enrich our lives and increase our prosperity.

In this charter we aspire to create:

beautiful village that is pleasant to live in and at one with nature

vibrant village that is healthy in mind and body

prosperous village where people are diligent and have pride in their work
cultured and educated village where people find their true purpose in life
warm-hearted village where people understand and care for each other
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Our village emblem is based on # the Japanese character for ‘O’ .
It was designed by Mr. Suzuki Haruo from Akita in 1969.

How to get to Ogata Village
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By Train
Tokyo — Akita (shortest journey 3 hr 37 m)
Osaka - Akita ( 6 hr 38 m)
Sapporo — Akita ( 8 hr 23 m)
JR Ou Line
Akita Station — Hachirogata Station (38 min)

By Airplane

Haneda - Akita (65 min)
Nagoya - Akita (85 min)
Osaka (Itami) - Akita (80 min)
New Chitose - Akita (60 min)

By Car

90 min from Akita Airport

60 min from JR Akita Station

20 min from JR Hachirogata Station
20 min from JR Kado Station

20 min from JR Funakoshi Station
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